
2020 Take Action a Lenten Practice 

As we enter this season of Lent I invite 

you to clear your schedule of some-

thing that keeps you from deepening 

your relationship with Jesus and instead 

follow this calendar any way your heart 

is calling you… Jesus was a person of 

action and the Holy Spirit calls us to 

just take action. You will receive an 
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United Church of Ferndale 

March 2020 

The UCF Chimes 

Special points of 
interest: 

 Lent: Take action! 
 

 A Dance With Creation 

 

 Help Wanted 
 

 Daylight Saving Time 

Inside this issue: 

Volunteer Opportunities 2 

Oldies Tribute & 

Special Offerings 
3 

Lent Series & 

A Poem 4 

Prayers, Memorials and 

Celebrations 5 

Treasurer’s Report 6 

Guatemala Trip 7 

Events, events, and more 

events (and a request) 8-10 

Calendar 11 

“The whole earth is a living icon of  

the face of God.” 

John of Damascus (675-749), Treatise 

email each week with suggested actions 

or you can play Bingo with a hard copy 

calendar sent with this Chimes as well as 

at church. However you choose to use 

the 40 day action calendar please be in-

tentional. Have fun, and trust Spirit to 

guide you.     

~ Pastor Bobbi 



 

The Church Doors 

tor is over $2200. In 

addition, new hydraulic 

closers, locking mecha-

nisms and other work 

is needed. Initial work 

was done Feb 21 in-

cluding a new push bar 

on the FH side entry 

door and the start of 

mechanical work on 

the front doors. The 

double doors out of 

the Fellowship Hall into 

the outdoor play area 

need fire code, security 

and energy conserva-

tion updating. Other 

doors need work as 

well. Several people 

have donated significant 

funds to get the repair 

and replacement start-

ed, but more funds are 

needed. To help sup-

port the work, address 

your donation (check 

memo line) to “doors”. 

 

Thank you,  

Trustees Committee 

United Church wel-

comes all through the 

front doors. These 50-

year old doors are in 

need of updating and 

refurbishment. An 

ADA automatic push 

button door opener is 

on order to be in-

stalled in March on the 

right entry door to 

support those with 

walkers, babies or 

packages . The cost of 

the single ADA opera-

“United Church 

welcomes all 

through the front 

doors.” 
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Volunteer Opportunities 

For Easter Sunday, 

help with breakfast 

would be greatly ap-

preciated.  

Consider volunteer-

ing for the Treasur-

er position to compli-

ment our bookkeeper 

position. 

Please email the office 

manager if you are able 

to help with any of 

these tasks.  

(office@ucf1.org ) 

If you are feeling called 

to be of service in a 

new way, we have the 

following opportunities 

available: 

Folding Sunday Bul-

letins. This is done 

weekly on Thursdays 

from 10:30 to 11:15-

ish.  Only one volun-

teer is needed at this 

time. 
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Washington St. on Fri-

day, March 13th from 7

-9 pm. You’ll see live 

performances from Elv-

is Presley, Roy Orbison 

and Patsy Cline imper-

sonators (also known 

as Dino Macris, Bill 

DeGroot and Janelle 

Rodriguez).  

Cost for this event is 

$30 and snacks and 

drinks will be available 

for purchase. Tickets 

The Ferndale Lion’s 

Club is hosting a fund-

raising event that is 

sure to make you want 

to wiggle to left, wiggle 

to the right and do the 

ooby-dooby with all 

your might! If you want 

to go out a walkin’ in 

the starlight, put on 

your blue suede shoes 

and come on down to 

the United Church of 

Ferndale at 2034 

will be available soon, 

so save the date! For 

more information 

reach out to Kathy 

Chasteen. 

Special Offerings 

Tribute to Elvis, Roy, Patsy and the Oldies 

“I may be a living 

legend, but that 

sure don’t help 

when I’ve got to 

change a flat tire.” 

~Roy Orbison 

March 2020 

UMCOR 

The United Methodist 

Committee on Relief 

assists United Method-

ists and churches to 

become involved glob-

ally in direct ministry 

to persons in need. 

UMCOR works with 

vulnerable communities 

to strengthen self-

sufficiency and encour-

age partnerships. 

UMCOR responds to 

U.S. and international 

disasters, addresses 

diseases of poverty, 

ministers to refugees 

and immigrants, pro-

vides clean water and 

actively works to re-

duce hunger.  

 

If you feel called to 

contribute to these 

special offerings, enve-

lopes for both are 

floating on the kiosk.  

THANK YOU! 

 

One Great Hour 

of Sharing (UCC)  

The One Great Hour 

of Sharing benefits ei-

ther a specific natural 

disaster or a refugee 

emergency. The sug-

gested offering date is 

March 22, 2020. How-

ever, gifts, or additional 

gifts may be given to 

the offering at any time.  

 



Lead me in the Dance of life as I follow along, 

Perhaps on Pelican wings or beside Celestial Beings. 

Let’s dance from the shadows to the light of a sunrise 

And jump over or skip rope with the rainbow, 

Promenade around the cottonwood in Springtime, 

Bounce into a cartwheel under Summer moonbeams, 

Glide through a pile of leaves in Autumn, 

Sway gently under the stars of Winter 

That light up the veil between Heaven and Earth, 

Sing along with the rhythm of the music 

And the melodies that hold the Universe in harmony. 

Play a violin, guitar, a harp or recorder. 

            Lead me in the Dance of my life. 

By  Karen Nesvold 

A Dance With Creation  

Whether it's been a few 

months or years, if your 

heart remains heavy due 

to the death of a loved 

one, please join us as we 

gather for a 12-week 

study Monday evenings 

at 6pm, beginning March 

2nd in fireplace room.   

Together we will gather 

to better understand the 

complicated feelings of 

grief when we lose a be-

loved friend or family 

member.  We will com-

panion each other as we 

discuss Alan Wolfelt's 

book "Understanding 

Your Grief,  Ten Essential 

Touchstones for Finding 

Hope and Healing Your 

Heart". A journal under 

same name accompanies 

the study.    

Let's journey together 

thru the wilderness of 

grief, find trust in God, 

and feel Divine momen-

tum to move on with the 

mystery of God's love. A 

signup sheet is in narthex. 

The book and journal  

are available through 

Amazon Smile both new 

and used. Contact Trish 

if you need help order-

ing them.  

 

Wilderness of Grief 

By Karen Nesvold 

I just read chapter one 

of Alan Wolfelt’s book 

"Understanding Your 

Grief". I look forward to 

the discussions in the  

12-week Monday even-

ing groups led by Trish 

starting March 2nd at 6 

pm at the church.  

Chapter one is showing 

me how I can integrate 

grief into my life. My life 

has changed so much 

during this past year.  

This book will direct me 

towards healing by help-

ing me set intentions 

and commitments that 

are gentle, that honor 

those I've lost, and help 

me love myself. The 

journal seems like a nice 

guide;  I love to write 

and it'll direct me as I 

slowly embrace the 

journey thru what seems 

like a wilderness of grief. 

The Wilderness of  Grief 
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Ava, Cody, Marion, 

Margo and Chuck, 

Aleen, Cheyenne, Dor-

othy, Ann, Cora, Judy, 

Vi, Helen, Joyce, Mari-

an, Devyn, Don, Ardis, 

Kylah, Jeff, Bobby, 

Sherry and Margaret, 

Nathaniel, Tammy, 

Vince, Shelby, Kelly, 

Kathleen and Carolyn. 

O God, hear our cry 

for our sisters and 

brothers in our own 

country and around the 

world who are suffer-

ing from the effects of 

natural disasters. We 

pray for all first re-

sponders, firefighters 

and law enforcement 

personnel, for their 

well-being and safety. 

Also for those affected 

by domestic violence, 

bullying, and all acts of 

violence. Those serving 

in the military—for 

mental well-being, safe-

ty & return to their 

families. Holy One, may 

we continue to follow 

the way of Christ as we 

care for our planet and 

our neighbors, coura-

geously promoting 

peace and justice as we 

give glory to you. O 

God, hear our prayer 

and in your love, an-

swer. Amen.  

Prayers for Health Healing, Peace and Hope 

 

What the heart 

has once known, it 

never shall forget. 
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Celebrations 

1st Hans W. 16th Tyler M. 23rd Virginia B. 

2nd Jimmy H. 17th Samantha J. 23rd Shelby R. 

7th Eric I. 17th Richard K. 24th Olivia C. 

8th Chrissy N.  18th William and Barbara B. 24th Brenda B. 

14th Carroll & Sunny J. 22nd Sheryl C. 25th Allison H. 

16th Kerri H. 22nd Beverly G.   

Our prayers and sympathy 

are extended to the family 

and friends of Lucille 

Dougherty who passed from 

this life on Tuesday, Febru-

ary 18th. Lucille was 98 

years old.  

 

And, our sympathy to Linda 

and Howard Kitchen, as 

Linda’s brother-in-law Ed 

Henderson passed on Feb-

ruary 8th. 

 

 

 

In Memoriam 

Spring Creek:  Virginia 

Mount Baker Care:  Ann  

North Cascades Center/Cordata:  Judyth 

Summit Place:  Dorothy 



 

January Treasurer’s Report 
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The General Fund started the year with a strong January -- income exceeded expenses by 

$14,171.  As might be expected, the major factor was pledge payments which accounted 

for $19,241 of the total income of $32,032. This is nearly 20% of the annual budget for 

2020 pledges. The General Fund equity balance at the end of the month was $60,747.  The 

checking account balance at the end of January was $121,445. A summary of the various 

funds for the month of January is as follows: 

Fund        Income    Expenses Net   

General Fund            $31,854.97     $17,684.22  $ 14,170.75 

Special Funds         269.00  30.00   239.00   

Pass Through Funds  695.00  10.00   685.00 

Restricted Funds         ----       200.00  -200.00 

Capital Improvement Fund 518.11  ----   518.11  

Investment Fund  0.00                0.00               0.00            

        Totals     $33,337.08  $17,924.22    $5,412.86 

 

The Special Funds had income of $30.00 from Parking Lot Fees, $149 for the Kitchen Fund 

from Soup & Rolls, and $90 for the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund. The Special Funds ex-

penditure was for a farewell gift for Kathy Chasteen. The Special Funds equity balance is 

$11,002. 

The Pass-Through Fund had income of $185 for the Ferndale Food Bank, $485 for the Jama 

Letu Orphanage and $15 for the Christmas Fund. The Pass-Through expenditures was 

$600.05 to the Christmas Fund, paid in January, not December. The Pass-Through Equity 

funds balance is $23.85 for the Jama Letu Orphanage and $15.00 in the Christmas Fund 

The Restricted Funds had expenses of $200.00 from the Sabbatical Fund. The Restricted 

Fund equity balances are as follows:  Memorial Funds is $292.50; Women’s Fellowship is 

$1,140.39; Sabbatical Fund balance is $13,380.14. 

The Capital Improvement Fund had income of $518.11 for the roof. The fund had no ex-

penses. The equity balance in the Capital Improvement Fund is $29,018.47 which includes 

$23,790.75 for the Roof, $4,162.13 for Miscellaneous Improvements including the garbage 

enclosure, and $1,065.59 for the Sound System. 

The UCC Investment Funds had no income or expenses. The equity balance for UCC is 

$34,467.24. The equity balance for UMC is $42,281.95.   

 

Renée Relin, Bookkeeper 



By Bill Burwell 

Our Habitat for Hu-

manity team, building 

with our Mayan friends 

in Guatemala, is full and 

heading to San Lucas 

Toliman in June. Marta 

Hand, Kathleen 

O’Connor, Pasi Virta 

and Bill Burwell signed 

on along with 3 friends 

of the congrega-

tion. First Presbyterian 

in Bend, OR will join us 

with ten members and 

friends. The work in-

volves construction of 

simple homes and 

health home kits. The 

kits consist of a safe 

cook stove, well built 

baño and a water filter, 

as the municipal water 

is contaminated. The 

construction will make 

marked improvement 

for impoverished fami-

lies of a culturally rich 

society.  Prayers are 

appreciated.  

GUATEMALA HABITAT FOR HUMANITY HOME 
BUILD, JUNE 13 - 23 2020 

GUATEMALAN ADVENTURE 

In a country where the av-

erage daily wage is under 

$4 per day and free educa-

tion only goes through 

grade six, one way to en-

sure improved living stand-

ards is to provide educa-

tion opportunities beyond 

6th grade for those students 

who are doing well but 

whose families cannot 

afford to send them to jun-

ior high and beyond. 

The San Lucas Toliman 

Scholars program was 

birthed in 2001 by an Eng-

lish educator, Dennis Ev-

ans. Students can be spon-

sored by individuals or groups 

for only $250 per year. 

Won’t you consider contrib-

uting to the education of de-

serving Guatemalan youth by 

sending funds with the Guate-

malan Team? The team will 

return with stories and more 

information about the program 

and the students. 

Blessings, 

Team Guatemala: Bill Burwell, 

Pasi Virta, Marta Hand,      

Kathleen O’Connor 

On June 13, 2020, several 

members from United 

Church will travel once 

again to San Lucas Toli-

man in the highlands of 

Guatemala to work with 

Mayan families and Habi-

tat for Humanity. The goal 

is to work with families 

building better affordable 

homes, healthy home kits 

(latrines and smokeless 

cook stoves) and build re-

lationships. Check out the 

posters near the Fireplace 

Room to see the beautiful 

people we will be 

meeting. 

“The goal is to work 

with families building 

better affordable 

homes, healthy home 

kits and build 

relationships.”  
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Help Create a Dementia-Friendly Whatcom County 

“The dementia 

patient is not giving 

you a hard time. The 

dementia patient is 

having a hard time.” 

(~a patient with early onset 

Alzheimer's) 
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A Request From the Other Bank 

The Other Bank is requesting baby wipes and size 5 diapers. They may be placed 

in the “Other Bank” basket available in the cloak room. And, as always, we are 

happy to receive donations for our Blessing Box, in addition to personal hygiene 

items for the Other Bank, and for the DVSAS group we collect items such as dia-

pers and purses. Thank you for your generosity! 

ual and family needs for 

living with dementia. 

She will also have a Vir-

tual Dementia Tour 

that will let some of us 

experience firsthand 

the challenges faced by 

people living with de-

mentia. A lite snack will 

be provided by Sil-

verado Bellingham and 

Celeste.  

There is a sign-up sheet 

in the narthex. 

From Celeste Hilde 

Sunday, March 29th 

Rosalee Ronquillo from 

Silverado Dementia 

Memory Community 

will be here after ser-

vices to give a 30-60 

minutes presentation 

on dementia and un-

derstanding the individ-

A Note from Family Promise 

Tuesday March 24th. 

Overnight hosts are 

needed for Monday 

March 23rd, Tuesday 

March 24th and 

Wednesday March 

25th. Look for sign-up 

sheets in the narthex 

soon! No numbers yet 

on how many we will 

be hosting, but I’ll 

share that information 

as soon as I have it. 

Thanks so much for all 

you do! As usual, con-

tact me (Lisa Blum) 

with questions. 

Our next opportunity 

to host families experi-

encing homelessness is 

the week of March 

22nd to 29th. Families 

will be staying at Christ 

Lutheran Church on 

Vista Drive and we will 

be serving dinner and 

supplying evening hosts 

on the nights of Mon-

day March 23rd and 
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the church and we will 

hold onto them until 

the sale. Items can be 

placed on the stage af-

ter the first of April. 

Note: Please do not 

store any items on the 

stage until that time 

(the fellowship hall will 

We are already looking 

ahead to our rummage 

sale which will be Sat-

urday, October 17th. 

So when you get those 

Spring cleaning feelings 

and start cleaning out 

your drawers and clos-

ets, bring your items to 

SAVE THE DATE: 
 

OCTOBER 17, 2020 

And Speaking of  Spring Cleaning... 

It’s nearly time to 

spring forward!  

Be sure and set your 

clocks forward an hour 

before you go to bed 

the night of Saturday 

March 7th. Daylight 

Saving Time begins 

March 8th.  

be hosting events in need 

of the stage). Proceeds 

from the sale will go to 

the general fund. If you 

have any questions, con-

tact Lynda Brillowsky. 

Did You Know? 

The U.S. adopted Daylight Saving Time to-

wards the end of World War I and then 

again during World War II, but between 

1945 and 1966, there was no federal law reg-

ulating it. This led to confusion between 

states, and in 1966 Congress passed 

the Uniform Time Act to establish uniform 

dates for observing Daylight Saving Time. 

(From energy.gov) 

UCF Annual Rummage Sale 

Daylight Saving Time 

cleaning and many op-

portunities to make 

our church ready for 

Easter. AND we’ll be 

serving coffee, do-

nuts, juice, fruit and 

goodies!! So, wear 

your work clothes, 

bring some yard tools 

and/or cleaning materi-

Saturday, March 28th 

there will be a Spring 

cleaning work party at 

UCF from 9-noon.  

We hope you will join 

us in making the church 

clean and sparkly! 

There will be outdoor 

garden work, indoor 

als and join in the fun!  We are also invit-

ing our other user groups (Quilters, Igle-

sia, Girl Scouts, 

etc.) to assist. If you 

have any questions 

the cleaning coordi-

nator is Kay Sut-

cliffe.  

See you there!  

Trustees Committee 



A team of seven gath-

ered to deep clean 

the Family Promise 

Day Center.  

Pictured (L-R): 

Marta Hand, Bob 

Ogmundson, Lisa 

Blum, Robin Og-

mundson, Dianne 

Hulford, Loretta 

Tedrow, and Kay 

Sutcliffe.                                  

Family Promise Clean Up 

Lenten Book Group  

Down and Seeking 

Peace by Jaco J. Ham-

man. There’s a sign-up 

sheet in the narthex. 

Contact Karen 

Nesvold for more in-

formation. 

 

Be sure and join us for  

book group Mondays at 

10:30 in the Fireplace 

Room. March 4, 11, 18, 

25 & April 1, 8. Or just 

come join in good con-

versation. Book: A Play

-Full Life: Slowing 

“A Play-Full Life 

explores the ways of 

being and becoming 

informed by the life-

giving and balance-

inducing power of play.” 

(from Amazon.com) 
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Our next soup and roll 

luncheon is Sunday, 

March 8th following 

church services. This will 

be our last one until Oc-

tober. Cost is a donation. 

See you there! 

P.S. Watch for a date for 

salad and sandwich lunch-

eons to begin.  

Soup and Rolls 

Not pictured: Marilyn Burwell. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

2p Iglesia 

2 

1p LTQ 

6p  UYG 

(Understanding 

Your Grief) 

3 

10a E. Quilters 

6p GS 

4 

9:30 Quilters 

10:30a Book 

Club 

7p Iglesia 

5 

6:30p Choir 

6 7 

8-10a Pancake 

Breakfast 

2p Service for 

Lowell H. 

8 

11:45a Trus-

tees 

Soup and Rolls 

12p Trish/Cyd 

CG 

2p Iglesia 

9 

1p LTQ 

6p  UYG  

10 

10a E. Quilters 

6p Ardis’ CG 

 

 

11 

8:30 Worship 

Team 

9:30 Quilters 

10a Story time 

10:30a Book 

Club 

1p Annie/

Karen CG 

4:30p Exec 

Council 

7p Iglesia 

12 

9:30a Kenn’s 

Study Grp 
6:30p Choir 

13 

4-10p Tribute 

to the Oldies 

5:30p St. Pat-

rick’s Day Din-

ner 

14 

10-12 FCM 

15 

2p Iglesia 

16 

1p LTQ 

6p  UYG  

17 

10a E. Quilters 

12 DUPI 

4p Ann’s CG 

6p GS 

18 

9:30 Quilters 

10:30a Book 

Club 
7p Iglesia 

19 

6:30p Choir 

20 

4p Loretta CG 

21 

9a-1p  

All Council       

Retreat 

22 

Family Prom-

ise @ CLC 

2p Iglesia 

23 

1p LTQ 

6p  UYG  

6:30p PEO 

24 

10a E. Quilters 

5:30p CG 

Leaders 

6p GS 

25 

9:30 Quilters 

10:30a Book 

Club 
7p Iglesia 

26 

9:30a Kenn’s 

Study Grp 

6:30p Choir 

27 28 

9-12 Spring 

Cleaning 

10-12 FCM 

5:30 Interfaith 

Auction 

29 

11:45p De-

mentia Class 

2p Iglesia 

30 

1p LTQ 

6p  UYG  

31 

10a E. Quilters 
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THE UNITED CHURCH CHIMES 

THE UNITED CHURCH OF FERNDALE  

 

United Church of Christ & United Methodist 

An Open, Affirming and Reconciling Congregation 

Office Hours: M-Th, 9 am to 1:30 pm 

2034 Washington Street 

P.O. Box 186, Ferndale, WA 98248 

Phone: (360) 384-3302 Fax: (360) 312-1853 

Email: office@ucf1.org  

Website: www.ucf1.org 

 

Pastor: Rev. Bobbi Virta  

Office Manager: Rebecca Hobbs 

Moderator: Stephanie Belanger 

Editor: Lynda Brillowsky 

 

March Highlights 

 03/07  Pancake Breakfast 

 03/11  Executive Council Meeting 

 03/14  Ferndale Community Meal 

 03/08  Daylight Saving Time begins 

 03/08  Soup and Rolls 

 03/21  All Council Retreat 

 03/28  Ferndale Community Meal, 

and Interfaith auction 

God bless... 

                  Worship Schedule  

Meditation Service: 9:00 a.m. 

       Choir Warmup: 9:45 a.m. 

Worship: 10:30 a.m. every Sunday 

Children’s Chapel: 10:45 a.m. 

Nursery Available: 10:15-11:30 a.m. 
 

Wheelchair Accessible  

Visitors Welcome! 

Find us on Facebook! 

mailto:office.ucf@verizon.net
http://www.unitedchurchofferndale.org/

